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WORD FLAY

Prominent bartender at Tippling Club, Matthew Bax’s little-known other profession as a fine artist is slowly
gaining prominence. He speaks to JUDY CHEONG about his new exhibition, which asks, ‘IS TEXT CHEATING?”
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Photos Courtesy of MATTHEW BAX
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Vith profound scribbles and illegible text, mixed-medium artist ~ and works through sketches in his development process, explonng
Matthew Bax hopes to stir up guestions on communication. Working  different aspects of his ideas. He credits Singapore’s vibrant landscase
th d “'ant textures such as chalk, acrylic, string and wood, as a pivotal influence in his work.

the self-taught artist crafted a collection surrounding the theme, Communication being the intrinsic theme of his latest exhio®
Text Z“ eating?” he tries not to shed light on the matter but instead, aims to proveses
1 like to play with materials to suggest an alternative mark  thoughts of this age-old medium. Bax observes that his work is hansl

or expression,” he says as he describes how the materials individually — a new beginning at each stage, but rather, a continuous prog
e overall theme. “For example, using painted string  or recurring theme. The story might be different, but the gen
IT

‘.u_._

o hint at a3 line in a notebook. The series is set in the world of text  message is similar. The artist seeks to pose questions, as opposal
3nd writing material, so materials like chalk, and what could o delivering answers, and in Bax's words, to try and “clutch at :\:f"'t—
pe 2 smudged blackboard, are apparent” thing that’s always moving, something that's impossible to achie

Altho g%" he spent nearly a year in preparation to create Sampling familiar colours of blue, white and black, in elemert: 5.

Text Che ating?’, Bax says that his ideas stayed with him for years  as chalk, Bax played around with ruled lines and tab marks in his wase

o NN

— “Cooking away in my head’ He describes — till they found their  to instigate the contemporary feeling of text. As he describes, the =88
eventual place on the canvas. The artist collects notes, photos, are indicative of organisation, of attempts at putting one’s life in crse
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Club in the evenings. This is no mean

the bar at Tippling

eat considering the club’s tendency to change its cocktail assortment

in its similarly ingenious degustation menus.

The exhibition’s visual landscape belies a nod, perhaps, to a pre-
digital era. Says Bax of this all-consuming new medium: “It’s funny,
| love gadgets, and live on my Mac, but until now

ita ver crept into my work. There is somet

for me about digital mediu

Maybe I'm just toe old school!

“IS TEXT CHEATING?"
FOST Gallery, 65 Kim Yom Road
9th - 30th April



